MEN OF POWJEK
against him. Whenever his discoveries ran afoul the
opinions of Aristotle or Plato, he was denounced by the
orthodox philosophers of the day. Against all such
opposition Leonardo offered only a non-violent re-
sistance. He preferred to make his inventions, paint his
pictures, carve his statues, and let them be his ultimate
defense. "Whoever appeals to authority," he once said,
"applies not his intellect but his memory." He had only
contempt for authority as such and gave to experience
(or experiment, which is only self-conscious experience)
the high place his contemporaries gave to authority.
Although Leonardo was never brought to trial as a
heretic, the church placed under ban one important
branch of his investigations. It held that a human
corpse was sacred, and it was, therefore, ready to
punish as sacrilege any anatomist's attempt to dissect
one in his study of the laws of structure of the human
body. Leonardo was an anatomist. He secured his
corpses from the gallows and from poorhouses. His
patron at the time was Alexander VI, who was too much
fascinated and awed by what he deemed the black art
of Leonardo to desire to interfere with the young man's
eccentric and anathematized observations. Finally,
however, a personal enemy gained the ear of the pope,
and for a time, at least, Leonardo's investigation of
cadavers was effectively stopped.
The church's opposition to Leonardo was not con-
fined to the orthodox prelates. Even such a man as
Savonarola, daring reformer of church and state, ds-
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